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Buckstones Community Primary 

School 
 

 

 

Prospectus 
Buckstones Primary School has  been graded Outstanding by Ofst ed. 2014 

 

 
 

 

I love the ôfeelõ of the school. Everyone seems to know everyone and they 

respect each other and show excellent behaviour.  

 

 

 

Parent  

2021-2022  
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Achievement of pupils  Outstanding  1  
Quality of teaching  Outstanding  1  
Behaviour and safety of 
pupils  

Outstanding  1  

Leadership and management  Outstanding  1  

 

 

 
 This is an outstanding school.  

 
Â Achievement is outstanding in this happy 
school. Pupilsô love of learning and eagerness 
to succeed shine through. All groups of pupils 
make outstanding progress in reading, writing 
and mathematics.  
Â Teaching is outstanding and enables pupils 
to make rapid gains in learning. Pupils are 
challenged to think and expected to do their 
very best. They show high levels of interest in 
all that they do. Classrooms are vibrant places 
where learning is exciting and relevant to 
pupilsô needs.  

Â Behaviour is outstanding. Pupils are 
friendly, polite and always keen to be helpful. 
They are exceptionally proud of their school 
and work and play together in harmony.  

Â Leadership and management are 
outstanding. Leaders at all levels are highly 
effective in enabling pupils to reach high 
standards. They promote pupilsô personal 
development exceedingly well. The impact of 
this excellent leadership is seen in the 
improvements made since the last inspection. 
Teaching is now outstanding and achievement 
has risen.  
 

 
Â The headteacherôs outstanding leadership 
displays an unflagging ambition for all pupils to 
succeed. She is ably assisted by an excellent 
deputy headteacher and a committed and 
effective leadership team. Everybody on the 
staff pulls together for the sake of the pupil s.  

Â Methods for checking on the quality of 
teaching and the progress of pupils are 
excellent. Consequently, leaders, teachers and 
governors know the school exceptionally well 
and continuously aspire to improve. For 
example, leaders have correctly spotted the 
opportunities to make even more use of pupilsô 
computer skills.  
Â Highly effective governors provide support 
and challenge and have an excellent grasp of 
the schoolôs performance.  

Â Leaders, governors and staff make 
learning exciting and meaningful for pupils. As 
a result, pupils achieve exceptionally well 
across a range of subjects such as music, art 
and sport.  
Â Parents are highly supportive and one 
summed it up by saying óthey go the extra mile 
here.ô  
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Welcome to our school  

A Message from the Head teacher  

 

Dear Parent,  

 

Buckstones is a happy,  successful and inclusive school and we are extremely 

proud of our school and everything that we do. This  prospectus is designed 

to give you an introduction to the life at our school and help you to decide 

which primary school you feel is best suited for your child. However should 

you require further information you are very welcome to visit our school and 

experience the wide and varied learning experiences we are able to provide 

for the benefit of your child.  

 

At Buckstones , t hrough a rich curricular and extra -curricular programme, 

and strong l inks with the community, we  help each child discover and develop 

their talents and interests. In addition to gaining language, mathematical, 

scientific, creative, musical and technological skills, your child will build 

confidence, develop self -reliance, and learn to make decisions and develop 

the ability to articulate feelings and ideas. We also attach great importance 

to the development of the childrenõs social skills and seek to enable them to 

build relationships with other children and adults and be sensitive to the 

feelings and needs of others.  

 

Staff are highly skilled at assessing each pupilõs individual level of 

development and then supporting them in moving, at thei r own pace, towards 

their full potential. We will make learning vivid and real, and will strive to 

ensure that the whole school is an excellent learning environment which 

inspires, excites and celebrates effort and achievement.  We work hard to 

ensure that al l children feel good about themselves, and acquire a high level 

of self -esteem. If you feel successful you will always be successful.  

 

We feel parental  involvement in this process is crucial and we will provide 

frequent opportunities to keep you informed a bout the ways in which we are 

working with your child. Childhood, we would all agree, is a very special time 

and no one gets a second chance at it. You can count on us to do our best to 

make it as joyous and productive as possible for your child.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Sarah Healey  
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Mission Statement  
 

 

¶ At Buckstones School, we aim to promote the development of our 

children academically, physically, socially, morally and spiritually, by 

providing a high quality of teaching and varied learning experiences within 

a well-ordered and stimulating environment, which supports equality of 

opportunity.  

 

¶ We teach the National Curriculum, planning for and presenting the 

children with challenges that support differentiation.  

 

¶ We aim to nurture individual skills and talents wi thin an environment 

which values, self worth, confidence, independence, self -motivation and 

co-operation, and in which our children have respect for each otherõs 

differences.  

 

¶ We aim to give our children a love of life and learning.  
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SCHOOL INFORMATION  
 

School Name: Buckstones Community Primary School  

Address: Delamere Avenue, Shaw, Oldham, OL2 8HN  

Telephone Number: 0161 770 5850  

Fax Number: 0161 770 5851  

Headteacher: Miss Sarah E. Healey B.Ed. M.Ed  

Website: www.buckstones.oldham.sch.uk 

Twitter: buckstonespri  

 

Key Stage 1 teachers : 

Mrs. A. Pearson (Reception)  

Miss M Platt (Deputy and SENCO) and Mrs. L. Tetlow  (Year 1) 

Mrs.  V. Joyce  (Year 2)  

 

Key Stage 2 teachers : 

Mrs J.  Charnley   (Year 3)  

Mrs F. McQuo neyõs  (Year 4)  

Mrs Phythian    (Year 5)  

Mrs . K. Adamson (Year 6)  

 

School Ad ministrator :   Miss L. Marsden 

Business Manager:  Mrs. C. Jones 

 

Teaching Assistants :  

Mrs. C. Hall  

Mrs. C. Harding  

Mrs. S. Horrocks  

Mrs. E Lundy  

Mrs. A. Nelson  

Mrs. G. Leavy 

Miss B. Ewbank 

Vacancy 

 

 

 

Site Manager :  Mr. C. Wilkes 

 

http://www.buckstones.oldham.sch.uk/
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GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION  
 

Buckstones Primary School was opened as a one-form entry primary school in 

1976 and was originally designed as an open plan school. However over the 

years the school has had ext ensive internal alterations and extensions which 

have resulted in a more traditional classroom layout for the majority of the 

school. The school has a purpose built I.T.  suite, large hall/dining area which 

also serves as a gymnasium and a centre for extra -curricular activities.  

 

The school has extensive grounds, including three hard surface play areas, a 

grass field, nature paths and a nature area and pond. We also have covered 

areas in the Infant playground and the Junior playground. The children have 

a tr im trail, seating areas, fast play area, stage, football walls  and nets , and 

basketball  nets to play with.  
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SCHOOL ADMISSION S POLICY 
 

Parents of prospective pupils are welcome to view the school by prior 

arrangement. Please contact the school of fice to make an appointment.  

 

Children are admitted in the September of the school year in which their 

fifth birthday falls. Parents need to complete application forms on line and 

send them to the Local Authority to comply with the co -ordinated 

admissions arrangements. A pack is sent out by the Local Authority to all 

parents of children coming up to statutory school age. Reception class places 

are allocated by the Local Authority and not the school. Our class sizes are a 

maximum of 30 pupils in each of the seven classes. 

 

During the term preceding school entry, children and their parents are 

invited to visit the school; for story time, play afternoon, and an 

introductory meeting.  

 

 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE  
 

At Bu ckstones we have close links with three  independent  Before and After 

School Providers. Children attend Before and A fter School Care at 

Buckstones School, Shore Edge Church and St. Jamesõ Parish Hall. Contact 

details are available at school.  

 

 

TIMES OF THE SCHOOL DAY  
 

The school doors will be open from 8.50 am and children should arrive 

punctually at that time as Registration takes place promptly at 9.00 am. 
 

The morning session begins at 9.00 a.m.  
 

The Infants and Juniors both have a 15 minute break in the morning.  
 

The lunch break begins:  

  at 12.05  for Infants  

  at 12.20 for Juniors  
 

The afternoon session begins at 1.15 p.m. for all children.  
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The school day ends at 3.15p.m. for all children.  

 

Please note that the school cannot be responsible for children before 

8.50am and for health and safety reas ons the play equipment is strictly 

out of bounds outside the school day.  
 

Please ensure you leave the premises promptly as school are not 

responsible for s upervising children after 3.15p m unless they are 

involved in extra - curricular  activities.  

 

 

LEARNING AT BUCKSTONES  
 

Organisation  
Children who attend Buckstones ar e placed into age group classes  that are 

fully inclusive and contain a wide range of abilities  and skills. Within the 

classes, children are taught in a variety of ways. They are taught in whole 

classes, smaller groups and individually.  Pupils are grouped in a number of 

ways: by ability or mixed ability, interest groups, friendship groups or 

gender groups depending on the work or activity set.  
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The Curriculum  
The curriculum is the totality of all learning experiences provided  by the 

school for your child . The school aims to provide a broad, balanced 

curriculum at all stages through which all children realise their full potential 

and develop individual talents, interests and skills.  

 

The curricu lum is planned through thematic topic s and discrete subjects and 

covers the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.  We seek to maximise 

the potential of all our pupils, including the most gifted and those who find 

difficulty with some aspects of learning.  We continually seek to provide first 

hand learning opportunities to engage and motivate pupils and thus foster a 

love of learning.  Throughout the year we try to arrange visits to support our 

topic work and we seek parental support for this through volunta ry 

contributions.  

 

The Foundation Stage  Curriculum  
 

The Early Learning Goals are : 

 Personal, social and emotional development;  

 Literacy ; 

Communication and language; 

 Mathematical development;  

 Understanding  the world;  

 Physical development;  

Expressive Art  and Design 

 

                         
 

These Early Learning Goals are taught through a wealth of first hand 

experiences. Children are actively encouraged to become independent, make 



10 

 

decisions, interact with their peers and problem solve. We believe that 

these first steps into primary school are crucial. The childrenõs happiness 

and personal and social well being is at the heart of Buckstones and is a 

priority in this first year at school.  
 

 

CURRICULUM INFORMATION  
 

English 
At Buckstones we feel English is an integral part of the whole curriculum.  

Our aims in teaching English are:  

 

¶ To enable children to develop the skills and competence to express 

themselves, their thoughts and their opinions in a wide variety of 

situations and for a range of different purpo ses.  

¶ To develop enthusiastic, independent and knowledgeable readers 

seeking enjoyment and information from books and other printed 

material.  

¶ To encourage children to develop and present their written work in a 

way that expresses their feelings, ideas and information accurately in 

a neat and legible handwriting style.  

¶ To develop the childrenõs competence in oracy and literacy so that 

these skills can be applied to other areas of the curriculum.  

 
We use Oxford Reading Tree  as our core r eading scheme through out school, 

encouraging children to develop their reading skills through understanding  

and group discussions of fiction and non -fiction texts. This is enhanced by a 

whole range of other texts ð traditional stories, plays from other cultures, 

humour, myths,  encyclopaedias, topic books etc., to broaden the range of 

reading and develop a love of books. Currently i n Reception Letters and 

Sounds is used to teach Phonics alongside Jolly Phonics. Year 1 and 2 use 

letters and Sounds alongside Phonics Play , however this is currently being 
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reviewed and the school is looking for a new Phonics scheme to support the 

teaching of Phonics  . From Year 1 to Year 6 spelling is taught using the 

programmes of study from the National Curriculum 2014, including the 

common exception word lists for each year group.  

 

The school also follows the National Curriculum  when teaching writing. 

Children are encouraged to write on a variety of topics developing an 

increasing ability to express themselves in different and appropriate styles. 

We aim to develop neat, legible and joined handwriting alongside correct 

grammar, punctuation and spelling.  

 

 

 

Mathematics  
Basic number skills, r eal life maths , reasoning and problem-solving remain 

the focus  for our own maths teaching .  
 

 
 

Our aims in teac hing mathematics are:  

¶ To enable children to enjoy mathematics and to be able to apply the 

skills they have learnt to all areas of the curriculum.  

¶ To develop mathematical language, skills and understanding.  

¶ To develop number skills and facts associated with  the four  rules of 

number and to be able to apply this knowledge to problem solve.  

¶ To be able to investigate mathematical situations logically and with 

confidence.  

¶ To develop the mathematical skills of prediction, interpretation and 

communication.  
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Science 
Children  learn science through experimenting, testing ideas and discovering 

about the world around them.   
 

     
 

 

 

                                                       

Reception pupil  

In both Key Stages 1 and 2 Science is t aught through topics and l inks are 

also made to other subjects; for example, in Year 3 children do a topic on 

food and in this topic they learn about a healthy balanced diet as well as 

designing healthy sandwiches. Sex education is taught as part of Science 

topics .  

 

Computing (I.T .) 
The key s kills for Computing  are taught across the curriculum, enriching as 

many subject areas as possible.  Children are taught to use technology for 

algorithms and programs, data retrieving and organising, e -safety and 

communication/presentation .  
 

   

Itõs fun. I like learning 

about animals. 
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Children  have access to the internet but are taught to use it responsibly and 

safely. Parents are asked to si gn our Acceptable Use Agreement . 

The school has a fully equipped computer  suite with 18 computers, and the 

children also have access to la ptops and iPads. There are interactive 

whiteboards in all classrooms.  
 

 

History and Geography  
Like Science , these subjects are taught as topics with links made to other 

subjects. Through the teaching of History and Geography we aim to develop 

a wide range of s kills that are transferable throughout all areas of the 

curri culum.  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

           Year 3 pupil  
 

Children will often g o on educational visits or have visitors in school in order 

to make the ir  learning more meaningful and enjoyable . For example , Year 2 

visit the War Memorial in Shaw as part of their ôRemembrance Dayõ history 

topic  and Year 5 visit Southport Eco -Centre and Formby as part of their 

geography/science  topic.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

I like Geography. Iôve learned all 

about the UK. Before I started our UK 

topic I thought that it was just one big 

country. 
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Design Technology and Art  
Design Technology and Art are carefully planned in line with the new 

National Curriculum requirements.  

 
 

In Design Technology, t he children are given lots of first hand experiences 

in their learning , focusing  on practical tasks to develop their skills and 

knowledge in designing, making and evaluating products. A variety of 

products are used including Lego, Duplo, wood, paper, food, construction kits 

and recycled materi als. Children are taught to use a range of equipment 

safely.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Year 6 pupil  

 

In art and design, children will study the  work of artists; for example in 

Year 4 they look at the work of L.S. Lowry as part of  the ir  topic about 

ôManchesterõ. Children  are taught about colour, shape, pattern and they use a 

wide range of techniques and media including paints, wax, fabrics, clay a nd 

wood. 

 

 

 
       Year 1 pupil 
 

 

 

Art just makes me 

feel happy!  

DT is enjoyable. I enjoy 

learning how to use new 

materials and tools 

properly.  
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Music 
Music i s taught throughout school. In Y ears 5 and 6 , music is taught by a 

specialist musi c teacher. C hildren are given opportunities to compose, 

perform, listen to and appreciate lots of different types of music.  

 

 

 

 
 

          

         Year 4 pupil  

 
 

We also have two  extra -curricular music gr oups: our school choir and our 

brass band . These groups regularly perform at local community events. 

Instrumental  tu ition is also taught  by a peripatetic brass teacher.  Parents 

pay for the brass tuition.  
 

 
 

Physical Education 
The school has a structured programme in ord er to ensure the development 

of skills in Physical Education, and the understanding of the importance of 

physical activity to long term health and well being. Children will experience 

a range of activities in Games, Gymnastics and Dance in both Key Stages, 

with supplementary work in Athletics, Swimming (Year 3 only) and Outdoor  

and Adventurous  Activities.  

 

 

 

                  Year 2 pupil  
 

 

ôWe get to make music 

on the i -pads! Mrs 

McQuoney demonstrates 

how to do it.õ  

 

I enjoy PE and Games 

because I enjoy learning 

lots of new skills eg. multi -

skills.  
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The school also takes part in many s porting activities through the s ports 

partnership we have with Crompton House.  
 

 

 

 
            Year 5 pupil  
 

 
Languages (French) 
At Buckstones we enjoy learning another language at an early age. We feel 

that learning French (our chose n language) provides valuable educational, 

social and cultural experiences for all our pupils. The study of a foreign 

language is compulsory at Key Stage 2 so French is taught in Years 3 to 6. 

We also have an after -school French Club for pupils in Years 1 and 2. 

 

 
 

 

I enjoy Games because of 

the range of sports you can 

do eg. rounders, tennis, 

hockey and diamond cricket. 

Iõve learned lots of new 

skills!  
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Religious Education and Collective Worship  
The school is not affiliated to any religious denomination. The teaching of 

Christian beliefs is the main part of Religious Education at Buckstones but 

the syllabus does also teach abou t other religiou s beliefs, in order to 

develop an understanding and appreciation of the diversity that exists in the 

society in which the children are growing up.   
 

 
 

There is a collective act of worship each day in school, and the agreed 

syllabus for Oldham is followed.  Parents may exercise their right to 

withdraw their child from Religious Education and collective worship by 

notifying the Headteacher.  

 

 

P.S.H.E. including RSE and Health Education and the 

Wider World  
The core themes for our Personal Social Health and Eco nomic education are:  

1. Health and Wellbeing  

2. Relationships  

3. Wider World Includes:  

Å British Values  

Å Global Citizenship  

Å Economic Awareness: 

 
Our current Relationship and Sex Education scheme of work has was 

updated last year and now reflects the new  Government guidelines. In 


